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THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF SACRED LITERATURE. 



The Report of the Annual Meeting. 

The Annual Meeting of the Directors of the Institute was held in New 
York city October 24. There were present Rev. Arthur Brooks, D.D. ; Prof. 
Willis J. Beecher, D.D. ; Prof. Charles R. Brown, Ph.D.; Prof. Francis 
Brown, Ph.D., D.D. ; Prof. Edward L. Curtis, Ph.D. ; Principal William R. 
Harper and Vice-Principal Frank K. Sanders. Letters were received from 
Pres. W. G. Ballantine, D.D. ; Prof. Marcus D. Buell, D.D. ; Prof. Milton 
S. Terry, D.D. ; Prof. J. Henry Thayer, D.D., and Mr. Cleveland H. Dodge. 
All ol these wrote indorsing the plans of work for the ensuing year which 
had previously been submitted to them. These plans were carefully considered 
by the directors present, and unanimously adopted. They are, in brief, as 
follows : 

Popular Bible Study. — Earnest and continuous efforts have been made to 
persuade men and women to give study to the Scriptures, either in their origi- 
nal languages or in the English translation. These efforts have met with a 
measure of success. It is evident, however, that the mass of the people who 
are to be reached with better ideas concerning the Bible are frightened by the 
idea of study, and will not undertake anything which bears so serious a name. 
Therefore, if it were possible to prepare a course of reading in and about the 
Bible, there are thousands who stand ready to undertake it. Chautauqua has 
undertaken and conducted with great success reading courses along the secular 
lines. It seems, upon the whole, advisable, either to cooperate with Chautau- 
qua in the organization of a biblical reading circle, or to establish such a 
reading circle independently. 

The work of the Circle will be a course of reading in and about the Bible. 

The requirements will be the reading of a certain portion of the Bible and 
certain books about the Bible, which will occupy about thirty minutes daily. 

There will be four courses, each continuing one year. 

The first year's course will be arranged on the Life of Christ, and will 
begin January 1, 1894 ; the second year will probably consider the Old Testa- 
ment History and Prophecy ; the third year the Founding of the Christian 
Church ; the fourth year Old Testament Legislation and Literature. 

The books not already available will be prepared by persons chosen by the 
Institute and published under its direction. 

The fee will be 50 cents a year, payable semi-annually. 
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The Biblical World will be adopted as the organ of the circle, and 
will contain " Required Readings." 

There will be a certificate for the four years' work. 

This plan is already working, and was fully described in the September 
number of the Biblical World. It does not do away with the old plan of Cor- 
respondence Clubs, where persons are sufficiently prepared for such advanced 
work, that being merely an adaptation of the correspondence courses to clubs, and 
requiring as much time and preparation as the individual correspondence work. 

Summer Schools. — It is an interesting fact that while in some directions 
the Summer School work has made rapid progress, it seems in Bible work to 
have lost ground. This is due, partly to the failure on the part of the Institute 
to do the necessary amount of work in developing the schools. It has shown 
conclusively that such schools, to be effective, must be located in different 
quarters of the country, since no school will draw very largely from a distance. 
It is therefore proposed — 

i. That the Institute cooperate with Chautauqua Assemblies in the organi- 
zation of Summer Bible Schools to such extent as may seem wise after corre- 
spondence with the authorities of the various assemblies. 

2. That the Institute cooperate with the University of Chicago in the 
holding of a Summer School during the summer months. 

3. That a school be organized, either directly or in cooperation with 
another institution at some point in New England and at some point on the 
Pacific Coast. 

{Remark. — The Chautauqua Assemblies are already, many of them, ready 
to cooperate). 

Special Institutes. — The experience of three or four years has shown clearly 
that much good may be accomplished in a locality by concentrating effort 
along one direction, even for a short time. The results accomplished at the 
University of Michigan, in the city of Chicago, and elsewhere, indicate a 
field of work which has remained practically undeveloped. The work of the 
vice-principal, Dr. Sanders, in the state of Connecticut, in connection with 
Sunday School Institutes, indicates also another field lying open ready for 
occupancy. It is proposed that arrangements be made to hold a special 
Bible Institute in about one hundred different colleges or universities during 
the coming year, these Institutes to take up for study and consideration parti- 
cular portions of the Bible, the aim being to arouse a permanent interest in 
the study of the Sacred Scriptures ; that arrangements be made to hold special 
Bible Institutes in connection with Sunday School Associations and other 
religious organizations, to such extent as may be found practicable. 

University Extension Lecture Courses. — In many portions of the country 
the University Extension work has taken a strong hold, and has been, to some 
extent, organized. When courses in history, in literature, and in other sub- 
jects are being offered to people, there seems to be no good reason why 
courses of lectures on the Bible should not likewise be offered. 
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The Institute of Sacred Literature will, therefore, cooperate with Univer- 
sity Extension organizations in arranging for courses of Bible lectures. 

Correspondence Teaching. — The correspondence work of the Institute has 
been carried on with much satisfaction, and the same lines of work will be 
continued, new courses being added as the demand for them arrives. A full 
statement of the courses now in operation may be found in the October num- 
ber of the Biblical World. 

Examinations. — The work of the Institute in the department of Examina- 
tions has not been attended with the success which was anticipated. It is 
true, however, that many hundreds of people in every part of this country, 
and in other countries, have prepared themselves for the examinations proposed, 
and have passed the examinations with a large measure of credit. It is 
believed that the work has been attended with sufficient success to warrant its 
continuance. It is therefore proposed — 

a. That an examination be offered once a year in connection with the 
Blakeslee lessons. 

b. That an examination be offered once a year in connection with the 
International Sunday School lessons. 

c. That an effort be made to secure the offering of a prize for the best 
examination presented in a given locality. 

d. That a college prize be offered for the best examination paper upon a 
biblical subject written by an undergraduate student. 

e. That a college prize be offered for the best examination paper in Hebrew 
presented by an undergraduate student. 

/. That a college prize be offered for the best examination paper in New 
Testament Greek presented by an undergraduate student. 

Publications. — After several years of experience, it is evident that the origi- 
nal plan of the Institute must again be considered, namely, the plan which 
included publication as well as instruction. For the carrying out of the plans 
of the Institute, a new literature on the Bible must be provided. So far as 
practicable the work of this department will be conducted in coSperation 
with other concerns. 

The publications must include books for the reading circles, correspondence 
lessons, the Biblical World, manuals and text-books for colleges and theo- 
logical seminaries, direction sheets, syllabi and such other literature as it may 
be deemed wise to publish. 

Institute Boards. — Local Boards of the Institute have been organized in 
Boston, New Haven, Philadelphia, Chicago, Pittsburgh, Minneapolis, Balti- 
more and Washington. In every case the work of the Board at one time has 
been prosperous. In nearly every case to-day the Boards are accomplishing 
little. 

Therefore all Local Boards already organized will be visited and reorgan- 
ized, the Board of Directors in each case to be reduced to active members. 

The work of these Local Boards will be broadened, and made to include, 
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not only the duty of organizing lecture courses in their respective cities, but 
of encouraging and conducting all the departments of the Institute's work in 
the city in which the Board is organized. 

Additional Boards will be organized in convenient and promising places. 

Arrangements will be made by which the work of each Board will be 
definitely reported and thoroughly inspected. 

Steps will also be taken for the organization of a National Council of the 
Institute, to be made up of delegates from each Local Board ; the work of this 
Council will include the consideration of plans and methods for the advance- 
ment of the interests of the Institute and the recommendation of the same to 
the Directors of the Institute, at which meeting the living problem of biblical 
study will be discussed. 

Organization. — The carrying out of the work outlined above will require a 
reorganization of the working force of the Institute. 

The number of the Board of Directors will therefore be increased from 
eighteen to twenty-four, in order to be made more fully representative. 

Each division of the work of the Institute will be placed in the hands of 
a committee of three, of each of which committees the Principal, or in his 
place a vice-principal, will be chairman. 

The general management of the affairs of the Institute in the interval of 
the meetings of the Board of Directors will be in the hands of an executive 
committee of five, with headquarters at Chicago. 

A vice-principal will be appointed for each general section of the country, 
namely, one for New England, one for New York, Pennsylvania, and Ohio, 
one for the middle Northwest, one for the Pacific Coast, one for the Eastern 
South, one for the Western South, one for Canada, one for England, one for 
Australia, and one for Eastern countries. 

Three secretaries will be employed — a general secretary, whose time shall 
be spent largely in traveling and in the work of organization, an editorial 
secretary, and an office secretary. 

Finances. — To carry on the work thus presented will require each year a 
large sum of money. The resources on the basis of the proposed plan may be 
divided into two classes, voluntary contributions and income from fees of 
various kinds. In the matter of contributions an effort will be made at once 
to secure the sum of $5,000 a year for five years. This sum of money was 
once secured for the Institute and can be secured again. It will require 
simply the effort of those who are interested to bring about the result. 



